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PERSONAL PARTICULARS 

 
Name: Elfriede Dreyer 

Designation: Director (Curating) 

Nationality: South African 

Years of Experience: 31 

Website: www.elfriededreyer.com 

 
QUALIFICATIONS 

 
D Litt et Phil (Art History) | University of South Africa  2002 

International Diploma in Interactive Multimedia | media.gn (Groningen, Netherlands) 1996 

Master of Arts (Visual Arts) | University of South Africa 1992 

Bachelor of Arts (Visual Arts) | Technikon of the Free State 1988 

Licentiate in Piano | University of South Africa 1978 

Postgraduate Diploma in Education (HED) | University of Pretoria 1974 

Bachelor of Arts | University of Pretoria 1973 

 
 
PROFESSIONAL AWARDS & APPOINTMENTS 

 
2015-current | Extraordinary Professor, Department of Art and Music University of South Africa 

2019 | Appointment as museum scientist for the Art Bank of South Africa 

2018-current | Rated as C2 researcher, National Research Foundation of South Africa 

2012-2018 | Rated as C2 researcher, National Research Foundation of South Africa 

2014-2015 | National curator, Klein Karoo Nasionale Kunstefees 

2014-2015 | Academic Dean, Open Window Institute 

2005-2014 | Founder & Curator,  Fried Contemporary Art Gallery & Studio, Pretoria 

2003-2014 | Senior Lecturer – Full Professor, Department of Visual Arts, University of Pretoria 

2013-2014 | University Project leader Andrew Mellon funded project, Visual Technologies, University of Pretoria 

2013-2014 | Project leader Andrew Mellon funded project, Theme 1: Cities represented: Arts and Culture. Capital Cities, 
Institutional Research Theme, University of Pretoria 

2012-2014 | Creative research outputs, UP, University Awards Committee 

1997-2014 | Member and chair, Postgraduate studies, Universities of South Africa and Pretoria 

1990-2003 | Junior lecturer – Senior Lecturer, ex-officio Director of Gallery, Head of Department, Department of Visual 
Arts, University of South Africa 

1996-current | Freelance and institutional Curator at several museums and galleries (South Africa and Belgium) 

Academic undergraduate & postgraduate bursaries | 1970, 1971, 1973, 1974, 1988, 1989-1997, Universities of South 
Africa and Pretoria 

Funding received | Absa Bank (several), Standard Bank, National Research Foundation (several) , Development Bank of 
Southern Africa (two), Royal Academy of Arts, Antwerp, National Library of South Africa 
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KEY SKILLS & EXPERTISE 

 
A highly experienced nationally recognised Academic Curator and Researcher. She possesses the ability and sense of 

entrepreneurship to produce vision and solutions in the context of the visual arts in general, and creative development and 

the curatorial domain in particular.  

She lectured full-time at Unisa from 1990- 2003, where she was also Head of the Visual Arts Department and ex-officio 

Director of the Unisa Art Gallery. From 2003 to 2014 she lectured full-time at the Department of Visual Arts at the University 

of Pretoria where she resigned as Full Professor. During this period she managed Fine Arts and postgraduate studies as well 

as managed university projects with Andrew Mellon funding. As an academic she was known for her innovative approach and 

especially her teaching grounded in art history, a conceptual underpinning and the importance of technology and choice of 

materials in artmaking. She is widely known as a facilitator and possesses an uncanny ability to develop artistic talent in 

others 

A key strong point is her hybrid frame of reference and competencies due to an all-round academic training in multimedia, 

art history, visual arts, European languages, Music and Philosophy. She was the top Philosophy student in her final 

undergraduate year and as an 11 year old won a national competition to play Mozart with a symphony orchestra. In 1997 

she abandoned her musical career for the creative arts but before then was a well-known accompanist and musician.  

Since 1990 she curated exhibitions for the institutions, but in 2005 it became a dedicated focus of her professional career 

when she founded Fried Contemporary Art Gallery & Studio in Pretoria. This gallery became known as one of the top ten 

contemporary galleries in South Africa and was a prominent gateway exhibition space to the north of the country. She 

facilitated and launched many emerging artists from this platform. In addition she curated many exhibitions at national art 

fairs, art festivals and major national museums such as Oliewenhuis, Museum Africa and the Pretoria Art Museum. She curated 

internationally at the Royal Academy of Arts in Antwerp and shadowed the curators of the Smithsonian National Museum for 

African Art. Over the years she developed strong business skills by having one foot in the arts industry and the other in 

academia.  

She has published more than 40 articles, chapters in books and reviews, and has curated more than a 100 exhibitions.   

Originally trained as a professional visual artist, her managerial and lecturing role minimised time for art practice, yet she 

has consistently produced her own creative work around the themes of deconstruction, utopian discourse and Gothic sentiment 

with a focus on land, place and space. 

www.elfriededreyer.com/bio 

 

 

Key areas of expertise: 

• Curating of exhibitions on national and international level 

• Consultation in art acquisition and collecting 

• Creative development from untrained to doctoral level 

• Academic development in visual arts including all media and curatorial practice from first-year to doctoral level 

• Project management & execution 

• Business management 
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